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The American Eevolution. By the Eight Hon. Sir George Otto 
Trevelyan, Bart. 2 vols. 

The volumes which have been published, deal with two distinct 
phases of the struggle of the American colonies of Great Britain for 
independence. In the first we have the account of the abortive efforts 
to avert a struggle, and the growing hostility among the colonists, which 
culminated in the definite severance of the tie which had held the 
American colonists as subjects of the British crown ; the landing of 
Howe's army and the creation of the colonial forces under Washington, 
and closes with the skirmish at Lexington. The second volume deals 
almost exclusively with the momentous year 1776 ; the effect produced 
by the news of the affair at Lexington and the battle of Bunker Hill, 
upon public opinion in England; the capture of New York and the 
inconclusive campaign, terminating in Washington's successes at Trenton 
and Princeton ; and the conflict of opinion in England on the merits of 
the issues raised by the rebellion of the colonists and the efforts made to 
suppress it. 

As to the conflict of opinion at home Sir George Trevelyan lays the 
whole responsibility of the struggle on George III. " The King was his 
own prime minister, and as autocratic a Prime Minister as Whitehall 
has ever seen. The King's policy caused the war ; the King kept it 
going, long after everybody except himself was weary of it ; and in 
1782 that war was terminated against his will by nothing except a 
peremptory injunction from the English people, who, if they had been 
properly represented in Parliament, would have brought it to an end 
long before." Another contention which Sir George seeks to establish 
against the King is that, if despotism had been once established in the 
American colonies, arbitrary government at home would certainly have 
followed. 

This history of the American Eevolution, by a British historian, is 
justly regarded by students and historians of both England and America 
as the most adequate history of the great controversy that has been 
written. It is finely planned, possesses a gracefulness and strength of 
style, with so intimate a knowledge of the events of which he writes, 
and his judgments and sympathies so fully accord with those of our 
best historians, that we hardly know which part to select for special 
commendation. 

Gass's Journal of the Lewis and Clark Expedition. By 
Sergeant Patrick Gass, one of the persons employed in the Expedi- 
tion. Eeprinted from the edition of 1811, with facsimiles of the 
original title-page and the five original illustrations, a reproduction 
of a rare portrait of Gass, and a Map of the Lewis and Clark route. 
With an analytical Index and an Introduction. By James Kendall 
Hosmer, LL. D. Chicago. A. C. McClurg & Co. 8vo, pp. 298. 
Illustrated. Price, $3.50 net. 
Especially timely, owing to the marked interest in all matters that 
pertain to the history of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, is the reprint 
of the Journal of Patrick Gass. Gass's narrative for a number of years, 
was the only source from which any authentic knowledge of the great 
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enterprise could be obtained. When at last the work based on the 
diaries of Lewis and Clark was given to the world, the earlier book was 
found to be most important, as confirming and supplementing what had 
been recorded by the Captains. And Gass's narrative, which is as sim- 
ple as may be, has the interest which any first hand narrative of danger 
and adventure, must always carry, and recommends itself to the general 
reader as a pleasant and lively description of an untrodden region. 

In Dr. Hosmer's admirable Introduction he pays a tribute to the rank 
and file of the expedition, and sums up the character of Sergeant Gass 
himself as well as the importance of his Journal. " Gass belonged to the 
wheel-horse type of men. He was quite without initiative. Led, however, 
and restrained by a commanding intelligence, with his course distinctly 
marked out for him, held to his work by some harness not to be escaped, 
he could draw — none better — at weighty responsibilities. He stands in 
an humble place, but it is in the forefront, among the pioneers who 
wrested the continent from savagery — rough, indomitable, without pre- 
tence, heading fitly the rank and file of Lewis and Clark." The work 
is printed from old style type, with facsimiles of the quaint old illus- 
trations of the original edition and a rare portrait. It is uniform in 
style and binding with the other volumes in McClurg's Library Eeprints 
of Americana. There is also a large paper edition with illustrations on 
Japan paper, limited to seventy-five numbered copies, price $9.00 net. 

The History of Negro Servitude if Illinois and op thb 
Slavery Agitation in that State, 1719-1864. By N. Dwight 
Harris, Ph. D. Chicago, 1904. A. C. McClurg & Co. 8vo, pp. 
276. Illustrated, $1.50 net. 
Negro slavery was introduced into what was then known as the 
"Illinois Country," about the year 1744, by the way of the Mississippi, 
and there, in spite of much opposition it maintained its footing until 
1845, when a decision of the Supreme Court of the State showed that 
slavery could not exist there. Nevertheless, under the "voluntary" 
indenture system many negroes were retained under bondage. Emanci- 
pation within the State was completed by the Supreme Court in 1864, 
and the following year the Legislature wiped from the statute books the 
" Black Laws." How the slavery problem was argued and fought over ; 
the origin of the Liberty Party and the Free Soil Party, the Free Soil 
Democratic and Republican parties ; how the fugitive slave laws were 
defeated by means of the "Underground Railroad ;" how the best men 
of the country came to see that the question was one of justice and 
national honor ; how it inspired Trumbull, Lovejoy, Stephen A. Doug- 
lass and Abraham Lincoln, is all clearly and forcibly set forth in this 
book. In the execution of this task Prof. Harris has expended much 
time and patient research, and has drawn his information, as far as pos- 
sible, from original sources, to all of which he refers in his footnotes and 
appendixes. Portraits of prominent anti-slavery citizens and a facsimile 
of an Underground Railroad advertisement, add interest to the text. A 
helpful index is appended. 

Heinrich Gernhart and his Descendants. By Jeremiah M. 
M. Gernerd. Williamsport, 1904. 8vo, pp. 315. 
Heinrich Gernhart emigrated from the Palatinate to Pennsylvania in 
the year 1765, and first settled in Northampton County ; thirty years later 
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he removed to Berks County, and after a short residence there, to Turbot 
Township, Northumberland County. His descendants are scattered over 
twenty-six States, and the genealogical data of the seven generations 
which the compiler has gathered, is valuable and interesting. The 
brief biographical sketches of many members of the family, with their 
military service in the Civil and Spanish wars, is carefully arranged for 
convenient reference. The work is well printed and bound ; the text 
very liberally illustrated with portraits ; and it is a valuable contribu- 
tion to Pennsylvania genealogy. Copies may be had by addressing the 
compiler at Muncy, Penna. ; price $4. 50. 

Chronicle of the Yerkes Family with notes on the Leech 
and Eutter Families. By Josiah Granville Leach, LL. B. 
Philadelphia, 1904. 4to, pp. 262. Printed for private circulation. 

The Chronicle of the Yerkes Family, Col. Leach's latest book, is not 
only an important contribution to our local genealogy, but it is also a 
beautiful art book. The numerous photogravures are exquisite and the 
title page and decorations, fine examples of the designer's skill. It is 
printed with clear black type, on special handmade white paper, with 
wide margins, and bound in attractive style. 

The Chronicle had its inception in 1848, when John K. Yerkes began 
the collection of the records of the family in Pennsylvania. After his 
death, the manuscript passed into the possession of Judge Harman 
Yerkes, of Bucks county, who made material additions, and finally to 
Col. Leach, who completed the work and prepared it for publication. 

Anthony Yerkes, the founder of the family in Pennsylvania, came 
into the Province about the year 1700, and settled at Germantown, 
where in 1702, he became one of the burgesses. In 1709, he purchased 
a plantation of 300 acres, watered by the Pennypack Creek, in the 
Manor of Moreland, and removed his family thither, since which time 
the business activities of his descendants have been chiefly exerted in 
the line of agriculture, although the ministry, the bench and bar, the 
military service and finance, have had prominent representatives. The 
notes on the Leech and Rutter lines of the family are valuable. A full 
index has been prepared, so that names may be readily traced. 

Jenkins Family Book, Being a Partial Record of the Descend- 
ants of David Jenkins and Genealogical Notes of Families 
Intermarried with Them. By Robert E. Jenkins. Chicago, 
1904. Pp. 244. Price, $5. 
Family history is one of the most absorbing of subjects, and the com- 
piler of this volume acknowledges the interest and pleasure with which 
he pursued his genealogical researches, and he has executed his task 
clearly and well. It is a real and important contribution to Pennsyl- 
vania genealogy. David Jenkins emigrated from Wales about 1700, 
and settled in the Great Valley of Chester County. His son John, born 
1711, married Rebecca Meredith, and later removed to the Conestoga 
Valley, of Lancaster County, where he became a well known iron-master, 
and left a large estate. The old homestead has continued in the family 
through all succeeding generations to this day. It was descendants of 
the fifth generation, who left the ancestral environment in Pennsylvania, 
and went west and southwest. The volume is divided into five parts : 
Jenkins Genealogy; Maternal Ancestors of the Children of Robert 
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Jenkins of Clark County, Missouri ; Ancestors of Marcia (Raymond) 
Jenkins ; Masters Memoranda ; Logan Memoranda. The Jenkins 
genealogy and the larger portion of other facts collected, have not been 
heretofore published. An index of Jenkins names and one of other 
names than Jenkins, will aid the reader. Copies of the volume may be 
obtained from the compiler, 89 Madison Street, Chicago, HI. 

A Short Constitutional History of the United States. By 
Francis Newton Thorpe, A.M., Ph.D. Little, Brown & Co. Bos- 
ton, 1904. 8vo, pp. 459. Price, $1.75 net. 
This book will fill the need, so often expressed, of a good, modern, 
one- volume text-book in American constitutional history. Its basis is 
the material consulted in the preparation of the author's larger works : 
"A Constitutional History of the American People, 1776-1850," and 
"The Constitutional History of the United States, 1765-1895." The 
chapters on the State constitutions treat of a subject too much neglected. 
A study of the subject quickly reveals its importance. Since 1865 the 
thought of Americans has turned chiefly to national matters, not with- 
out a distinct decay of interest in commonwealth affairs. Yet it is in 
the State constitutions adopted since 1865 that one may read the record 
of serious attempts to adapt the written form of government to the im- 
mediate needs of the people. The Constitution, with citations of cases, 
printed as an appendix, is taken from the Manual of the Senate of the 
United States. In addition to a general index to the volume, there is a 
special index to the Constitution. 

The Declaration of Independence: an Interpretation and 
an Analysis. — By Herbert Friedenwald, Ph.D. New York. 
The Macmillan Company, 1904. 12mo, 299 pp. 
The first part of this book consists in a review of the rise of the 
independence sentiment, and of an original interpretation, based on a 
close study of the sources, of the means by which independence was 
brought to consummation, through the ceaseless energy and persistence 
of a few of the more radical members of the Continental Congress. In 
the second part an account is given of the adoption and the signing of 
the Declaration, respecting which a considerable amount of new and 
hitherto unused material has been discovered. This is followed by an 
elaborate analysis of the Declaration, explanatory of the meaning of 
each paragraph of the document from the view-point of the Fathers. 
The concluding chapter describes the popular reception accorded to 
the Declaration throughout the states upon the occasion of its promul- 
gation. 

Annual Proceedings Pennsylvania Society of Sons of the 
Revolution, 1903-1904. Edited by Ethan Allen Weaver. 8vo, 
pp. 91. 
The year book of this patriotic society, in addition to the lists of its 
officers and standing committees, contains the report of the Board of 
Managers, with its valuable necrological roll ; an account of the dinner 
given to commemorate the birth of General Washington, and the ad- 
dresses of George F. Baer, Esq., Rev. Dr. Kerr Boyce Tupper, and Hon. 
Hampton L. Carson ; and the Evacuation Day address of Rev. Cyrus 
Townsend Brady at Valley Forge, June 18, 1904. A reproduction in 



128 Notes and Queries. 

colors of the flag of the First Pennsylvania Continental Line regiment, 
and the standard of the Commander in Chief's Guard, are attractive 
illustrations. 

Woodhull Genealogy. The Woodhull Family in England 
and America. — Compiled by Mary Gould Woodhull and Francis 
Bowes Stevens. Philadelphia, 1904. 8vo, 422 pp. Illustrated. 
This attractive compilation is divided into four parts : The Wood- 
hull Family in England, 1066—1620 ; The Woodhull Family in Amer- 
ica, 1620 — 1904 ; Genealogical Appendix, and Biographical Sketches, 
to which is added a comprehensive index of fifty-six pages. The com- 
pilers have expended a great amount of labor upon the records, and 
displayed ability in the arrangement of the material. The book is well 
printed and neatly bound, and contains many portraits of prominent 
members of the family. The family arms in colors is the frontispiece. 
Copies may be obtained of the publishers, Henry T. Coates & Co., or 
the compilers. 

A Short History of Oregon. By Sidona V. Johnson. Chicago. 
A. C. McClurg & Co., 1904. 329 pages. 
This work has been primarily compiled for those whose mani- 
fold duties preclude the possibility of acquainting themselves with his- 
torical details. It is divided as follows : Part I, discovery ; Part II, 
Exploration by the Lewis and Clark expedition ; Part III, settlement ; 
Part IV, territorial and State government ; Part V, Indian wars, which 
subjected the settlers to harassing anxiety, wanton treachery, and massa- 
cre ; Part VI, the last, is devoted to phenomenal progress and develop- 
ment. The plan of the work is well conceived and executed, and it 
will be helpful to the many who are not in position to read voluminous 
history. The illustrations add much to the interest of the volume. 

The Papers op Captain Rufus Lincoln of Wareham, Mass. — 
Compiled from the original records. By James Minor Lincoln. 
Privately printed 1904. 8vo, 272 pp. 
Bufus Lincoln of Wareham, Mass. , entered the Continental service 
in 1775 as a sergeant in the company of minute-men from Taunton, and 
was honorably mustered out in 1783, as a captain in the Seventh Mas- 
sachusetts Line. His papers consist of diaries, written while in the 
army and a prisoner of war ; circular letters to the army and army 
friends ; company rosters and books, (the latter reproduced in facsimile), 
and a list of the prisoners of war on Long Island, August 15, 1778. 
The publication of these papers is an important contribution to the his- 
tory of the times with which they deal. A few copies are for sale at 
$5 per copy, and may be obtained from the compiler, No. 405 Lenox 
Avenue, New York City. 



